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Foreword |

Zhejiang was called “Yue” in ancient times.
Located in the south of the Yangtze River, it
boasts misty and beautifully delicate wooded
mountains as well as crystal clear and gurgling
rivers. Across its stretching and undulating
mountain ranges and numerous islands,
Zhejiang’s history goes back thousands of

years.

Standing on the land where our ancestors
used to live in, we hear remarkable stories of
Zhejiang. The Liangzhu Culture marked the
beginning of a magnificent epic symphony
of civilization - the Bird-and-Insect Script of
the ancient Yue exerted great influence on its
history, and the Song of the Yue People has
been sung by generations of Chinese people.
Despite domestic turbulence during the late
Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties, the
State of Wuyue still maintained stability and
prosperity in the southeast of China owing to
its abundant resources and high productivity.
After migrating and settling in South China,
the Southern Song Empire became even
wealthier and the ancient Mingzhou Port
opened a window for the ancient Chinese to

communicate with the world.

Although the passage of time brought
vicissitudes of fortune to the Yue State, its

stories are still circulating among us to this day.
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KHE—T)>

PREHISTORIC
AGRICULTURE ALONG THE
QIANTANG RIVER

<I>

© Seven thousand years ago, the
Hangzhou Bay enjoyed a warm and
humid climate, similar to Xishuangbanna
in southwest China’s Yunnan Province
today. With fertile soil and luxuriant
aqua-plants, it was a paradise for
animals and plants; crisscrossing rivers
and scattered lakes nourished this
land, resembling capillaries. Nature
endowed the ancient people here with
the simplest eating habits and lifestyles
that were passed on from generation to

generation.

© The ancient water town showcases
the typical features of regions south of

the Yangtze River.
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LIANGZHU ANCIENT CITY
(ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
OF LIANGZHU CITY)

I

© About five thousand three hundred
years ago, Taihu Lake Basin entered
the Liangzhu Cultural Period. The
social economy was well-developed in
terms of its practice of ploughing and
wheeling-based pottery making. The
most prominent symbols of Liangzhu
Culture were jade articles and the
major public works that sustained the
social hierarchy. These were a result
of accumulated local material wealth
and the outstanding creativity of the

Liangzhu people.

© There were Jade congs, jade axes,
jade carved discs and other sacrificial
articles, as well as the sacred pattern of
immortals and faces depicting beasts.
Behind the miraculous jade processing
technique also lies an insurmountable
class difference, and out of the fog of
religion appears the social features of

the “unity of regime and religion.”
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THE SOCIAL
CONVENTION OF
CUTTING HAIR AND
TATTOOING THE BODY

<1

© Many similar records of the Yue People
can be seen in ancient Chinese literature.
“To cut the hair short and tattoo the
body” and “to carve the body and rub
in red and green” typically manifest the
features of the Yue People. They dwelt
beside rivers on coastal plains and in hilly
and mountainous regions. They believed
it was effective to avoid the harmful bites
of snakes and insects in the water by
tattooing their bodies with the patterns of
Chinese dragons and snakes. To survive
in the natural environment, they had to
endure great hardships in their pioneering

work.
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“KING’S LANDING” FOR
THE LORDS OF THE
ANCIENT YUE STATE

I

Yue was a kingdom established around
Kuaiji (now at Shaoxing in Zhejiang
Province) by the Yue People. It became
a vassal state of the central plain dynasty
in the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties.
However, the dominance and influence
of the central plain dynasty over the
Kingdom of Yue were rather limited. The
characteristics of seeking common ground
while preserving differences are revealed
in everything from the construction of
the capital, the hereditary character of the
throne to the choice of food and clothing;
Through historical evidence, we see the
ways the kings of Yue got along with the
central plain dynasty — from confrontation
to communication, and from contact to

integration.
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THE WU AND YUE
STATES BATTLING FOR
HEGEMONY

A

© The wars for hegemony were waged like
a raging fire. The Kingdom of Wu and
the Kingdom of Yue were geographically
connected, sharing the same ancestry
and customs. However, the ambition to
fight for territory in ancient central China
made them as incompatible as fire and
water. Yue was soundly defeated in the
battle between the two kingdoms, and
lost all its territory. Goujian, the king of
Yue, endured self-imposed hardships and
deeply reflected the failure. He eventually
defeated the powerful Wu and led his
troops northwards to form an alliance
with vassals in Xuzhou. Then he relocated
Yue’s capital to Langya, thus becoming
one of the overlords at the end of the

Spring and Autumn Period.

© The confrontation between Wu and Yue
also involved neighboring Kingdom of
Chu. The conflicts of the three kingdoms
also resulted in the mutual penetration
of technology and culture as well as the

material culture of shared features.
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CHANGES TO CULTURAL
IDENTITY DUE TO THE
ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS
OF PREFECTURES AND
COUNTIES

<I>

© Yue’s glory lasted for three centuries. After Qin
destroyed Chu in 223 BC, Yue was also defeated
in Qin’s unification movement. Yue’s territory was
included in the Kuaiji Commandery by the Qin
Empire, with its capital set in Wu (present-day Suzhou
of Jiangsu Province), and the former capital of Yue

was renamed “Shanyin”.

© In the Han Dynasty, after the inward migration
of the Kingdom of Dong’ou and the establishment
of Huipu County, the southern part of Zhejiang,
known as “to which the Commandery-County
System is not applicable,” was eventually incorporated
into the Imperial System. During the Eastern Han
Dynasty, the Wu Commandery was separated from
the Kuaiji Commandery, which was an adaptation to
the geographical situation and also a reflection of the

complexity of social development.

© With so many national policies carried out by the
Qin and Han empires, the Culture of the Kingdom
of Yue became the Local Culture of Yue. To be
more specific, its martial spirit transformed to one
of mildness and elegance, its practice of hair cutting
and tattoos changed to a focus on dressing well and
personal adornment, and its belief in magic and

sacrifice evolved into a variety of folk religions.
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I

© In the Han Dynasty, the productivity of Yue, V3 % M @) ©)
though incomparable to that of the North, ensured ;Z f{“ l!;ﬁ‘]f & =
that local people lived a good life. Since the Eastern >3 e ; "E«

Han Dynasty, the population of the North had been ’ ﬁ; i
continuously moving southwards. Scholars coming ﬁ?—: o &9

from the Central Plains who later lived in Yue as lﬁ’J‘ K,

hermits exerted an influence on the population i\? :—ﬁ;\

structure there. At the same time, under the influence 1k, 7

of the cultural and economic superiority of the Hans, “}’ ﬁﬁ

the local Yue people were rapidly assimilated into the oo E

Iy

Han culture.

© Until the Three Kingdoms Period, South China
had grown to having a large population. After the
Yongjia Disturbance, immigrants from the North
established the Eastern Jin regime in Jiankang

(present-day Nanjing of Jiangsu Province). However,
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immigrants from the West, unable to settle in the Wu ?
Commandery, could only make a living in the Kuaiji 7‘;\
Commandery (present-day Shaoxing of Zhejiang #& o
Province). As a result, Kuaiji, once the center of Yue i’g 1/7&
Culture, became the capital of Eastern Zhejiang again. /7\ ¥
; ; ] A 2|
Starting from the construction of the embankment of = o o
Jianhu Lake, Yue became increasingly rich and fertile = 7 2
+ ® w
and had already been an abundant and populous place oW 4?5
until the Six Dynasties. In the meantime, hereditary ﬁ 1@: R j%
society ushered in its golden age. T /ﬁ, ¥
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PROTECTING THE
LAND AND GIVING
PEACE TO PEOPLE

i fa

© Between Tang and Song Dynasties,
Family Qian rose in a corner in Southeast
of China. Five kings in three generations
set up a feudatory state named Wuyue
in Zhejiang. Finally, the kingdom was
impatient of wars so as to offer land to
the Song Dynasty. It lasted for a century.
Through carrying on important national
policies as treating well central dynasty, not
abandoning courtesy ceremony, and not
starting wars, Wuyue Kingdom vigorously
built irrigation works, developed
production and explored overseas trade.
During the time of big chaos in China, it
was not destroyed by wars and turmoil,
which made Zhejiang rapidly became
prosperous in politically stable and socially

safe environment.
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A REALM KNOWN FOR
BUDDHIST CULTURE

41D

© During the rule of the Wuyue Kingdom, “Faith in
Buddhism and Heaven” was also one of the national
policies. As a result of the prevalence of Buddhism,
a great number of Buddhist temples were built
in various places in regions south of the Yangtze
River. That was how Zhejiang got the name “A
Southeastern Realm Known for Buddhist Culture.”
Zhejiang Province was rich in wooded mountains,
which offered pure lands for Buddhist temples. In the
meantime, the building of the temples also created
beautiful scenes across the land and imbued it with
Zen thought. Zen exerted a subtle influence in the

lives of the scholars of the Song Dynasty.

O After the Southern Tang regime was subdued by
the Song regime, the Kingdom of Wuyue surrendered
its territory to the Song. During the reign of
Qian Hongchu, the king of Wuyue, pagodas were
built everywhere in his territory, which exerted a
widespread influence. The prevalence of Buddhist
culture spread the hope of “universal salvation” and
the appeal of anti-war beliefs, which were peace-
seeking and placed its people first. This formed the
ideological and cultural basis for the development of

Zhejiang.
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CHE—F >

THE REVIVAL OF
CONFUCIAN TRADITION

<I>

© Since the founding of the Song Dynasty,
the emperor remained committed to the
establishment of the system of rites and
music. Accordingly, the trend of following
ancient customs began to dominate. Rites
were extended to the common people, and
everyone began to respect Confucius and
Mencius and read their books. The aesthetic
style that combines elegance and popularity had
an impact on the cultural consciousness of the
common people; while an attention to vintage
and innovation manifested in the cultural
practices of the people’s daily lives in the Song
Dynasty. Their cultivation and aesthetic interest
are the best embodiment of “Let relaxation and
enjoyment be found in the polite arts,” and are
sublime in their overall spiritual pursuit — “Let
the will be set on the path of duty. Let every
attainment in what is good be firmly grasped.
Let perfect virtue be accorded with.” However,
the pursuit of a peaceful world was constantly

being challenged by the external environment.
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A HUB FOR OVERSEAS
BUSINESS ACTIVITIES

<I)

O Located at the middle section of the
coastline of mainland China, Ningbo of
Zhejiang was connected to the outside
world via the Yongjiang Channel and
was linked to central China via the
Zhedong Canal and other well-developed
river systems. Since the Tang Dynasty,
China’s trade capacity was increasingly
enlarged, exerting great influence on
various countries in Southeast Asia. Mass
production of products such as porcelain
met the export demand, and their markets
covered the entire Indian Ocean. In the
Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties,
emperors set up Ningbo institutions for

the management of foreign trade.

© Globally, ancient wharfs were not
only the best ports for interacting with
Japan and South Korea, but also the hub
for transshipment to the south and all
over the world. With 800 kilometers of
coastline, Zhejiang was the pivotal port of

the ancient Maritime Silk Road.
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AN ODYSSEY OF THE
MARITIME BUSINESS

<II>

O In the Tang, Song and Yuan dynasties,
Ningbo of Zhejiang enjoyed a trade
boom, resulting in a substantial increase
in the export volume of Longquan
celadon. When maritime trade was banned
in the Ming and Qing dynasties, this
pivotal port lost its function and was left
behind by the era of maritime navigation.
Consequently, the commercial port that
had been in operation for a thousand
years was gradually forgotten in the new

international shipping system.

© However, shipping lanes remained
unchanged, and were still full of merchant
ships. Deep in the blue ocean, numerous
sunken ships carried the navigational
dreams of warriors. The marine space had
profoundly changed, but this story is to be

continued.

SRR Do S

Y

R TR RS RRREES O

CERHRE N EE

JtEERER TN R F T ERESHRD RANE

CES-LEANCE B 15 T e

IRHFHE
s 8 O

e

7 ot

o

ek

N = Lo O SO o

k2

RS

PANS
._.\

s
sl

[ e = S

]

~

L

K

=

4 §;

<

3

R

4

i

CHANTRE A2
[0 3t (Vo B 25 ot

—
—

;

4

@)

=y

5 3 3 4 R

Bk B

TSR aH RRIEAR
LR (960—1127 4 )
2306 K, o248 BK, KR 84 BK
AT R A AR R

1% AR 30UE AT N AR R, HE R
ZEE NN, FHZKETE A
R, AR R B s Y,
AR =2 02 A KR 2 A 52

e sR e i RAGE

R (960—1127 )

#16.6 2K, w277 X, KETEX

AT P 1R
ZihEREO, A,

RIFFIE “IKE R 2. HIPEMEE, 2L

VitEmn, JEEHEERA,

263



TR aEEME
R (960—1127 )
A RAIRE
Z28 Bk, viE55 BEK, KZSS5EE
AT 6 W4 R

B EZBAMIK, B %
F=27 , XM LNE, $E
BH. T THZH], ZENIHE,
NHEBREIR BEET, P& T

IMCAE S, FEREE.

TSR a Rl U
MR (1127—1279 %)
1957 S 7 RKAR £
138 Bk, af2137 BA
AT W AR R

ZAP B AR R L EL
HEM, HfEEETRE
— R, W 2
MR IR LIS —,

v SR A A
AR (1127—1279 4 )
1960 SF R HEH +
5291 Bk, vi242 Bk, RZTS B
i A b R

M2 RATF LR ImAT I —FhiH
2%, WEEOWEL”, BNERT
HE EERE EEEE EXF,
T HHE A,

TR ERIE
R (1127—1279 4 )
AR5 Faud b
WBE 36 RE, OR115RBE, KEZESSEL
W YA R

s B H OB, A ARG,
TR E BN, I T P EES
1R 1,

265



TSR W R ER A A

7 (1206—1368 )

535 @k, 242185 K,

AT A W AR R

JEAZ 10.0 2 K

266

TSR AT MZINEF 83
B (1368—1644 4 )
JELE
%65 EA, BiE335 EK, KiE18 B
Wi A WA R

N T RN TR, R
] T REARF IR R, 25
WMEE. L2,

TSR e 5 R R A e 6

B (1368—1644 5 )
22126 K, H23 BK, RE1ER
WL B VA

IR EE A B R, Bk i
) ZERRE BRHAKRIN S, BR
TREEGFEI, XAERAEENN
¥ BIRERRATIERIE, IS
ZIRE RAELRE, M RAIFR, (RELT
AR IR

267



TS e RSO

7 (1368—1644 F )

HESE

5485 A, w2204 BA, RAZ 11 EA

izt b
KBRS T TR R,

RBARPEEIE, RREETE

=, FE “HIREHE, ER”

LR e
# (1616—1911 %)
TikFh DaREIF” AR K
Wl 14 2K, 11 ZK,
2506 2K, aiR10EE
Tk A AR PTR
AR EMERE AR, R, SNREEME,
AERAEIE AL, B, 50, KR,
A VIR EY,

FREFMAAE =24
7 (1368—1644 5 )
JELE
5175 2K, w2258 Bk, KIESEEK
AT G Y R

R AR T BEERA
BEZRI AT PYAURE, 2T, Y
N FIIRATSURE

268

ERIR S PHES Y 1 55

# (1616—1911 )
THRF L YNARTFT" AR K
B2 BK, viR143 8K, AR 195 BE
T T A AT

BETHO RSNV, R
WA GAN RS — R R 70, SHHEE
IO REN—JEAEF 8, WA RS
PO, BTHEEIFL T 8 #53A VKM
‘.

269



HACHEFEE

# (1616—1911 4 )
Tk b a5 ARk

w5 EK, viE11.7 BA, 1265 EK
TR A TR,

HALERAE

# (1616—1911 4 )
Tk b a5 ARk

H5 Rk, w11 mE, KiZ6RE
TR A TR,

270

GRZ (AR

A (1616—1911 4 )

T Foh a5 TAHK
B4 BK, viR 111 2R, KZE6EK
T L & & AT

GE(2 YA

# (1616—1911 4 )

THEFL DG FT A HEK

H43EA, K115 EK, F52EK

TR S BT
AIREREI R, EAEFEH T,

QLR ST, NANROE SIS

TEENE A,

HALRMEL “18” FEU

& (1616—1911 4 )

T Zoh a1 FT A K

BT Rk, vir155 2K, K295 EE
TR M E AT

BILR Z8UH:

# (1616—1911 47 )

TR FL a5 A K

Zm28 BA, vip15 BA, KEZE2EK
TR A T,




HALPBAET 80

& (1616—1911 %)

T Foh NG IF” TAEHK
@34 EK, viR6T BA, KE3EK
T L& & AT

HACPBAET S0

& (1616—1911 4 )

T Foh PNGH-IF" TAEHK
@32 EK, viET7 B, RZE32EK
TR L& & AT,

HACPAET F U

# (1616—1911 )

Tkl NGHEIF” RAERK

S 45 BK, BR98 BE, KR 42 ERK
T LA & BRI

HACIAES F AU

& (1616—1911 4 )

T Fh PN GH-IF" TAEHK
B63EK, viR 143 2K, KR RE
TR & AT,

FACIAET T AU

& (1616—1911 )

T Foh NG F" TAEHK
HT74ARK, iR 173 BK, KIETIREE
TR L& & AT

HALIERAET 80

# (1616—1911 4 )

Tkl a5 Ak
B46BE, Bi297 BA, KFE43EK
TR A T,

HACPERAET P80

i (1616—1911 )

T Fh DG LFT A K
F53EK, uR115 2K, EE52EE
TR S E BT

WALPEEAET T80

# (1616—1911 4 )

TR FL NG’ IFT A K

H55 @k, viki1.6 @K, EE55EE
TR S BT

WALPEEAET T80

# (1616—1911 4 )

Tk Gh DG FT A K

Z 64 BK, BR147 BE, KZE59 BEK
TR A BT,

FACYAET T AU

& (1616—1911 %)

TR FL NG F A K

B7.6 Rk, mR173 R, KBTI RE
TR L& AT,

273



£

\]

| Tm

RS ILKE!

HHLHILIKIERINTEAR A B R, RAE
—HEFZE, BHERERIMTEWAAN, T
IR AR AR XRAERY; WL AR LRI
RENEMERE, SOREER R EIG R, TR
Pitg, #iEyE, MR T AREH BRI
PR,

MBI MR , HTN T, 5%
T, B AFRGEEEE -5 A~
WKV R R s

Epilogue |

Landscapes of Zhejiang show us the way to
be harmonious with nature, that is, to refrain
from activity contrary to nature and regard
ourselves as the integral parts of nature;
Treasures of Yue demonstrate the elegant
tastes of the Yue people; the history of
Zhejiang conveys the various trades and the
inheritance of culture at that time.

In view of this, we appreciate again the great
historical picture scroll of a unified China and

its continuous culture.
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